
SINGING JUDGES

RACHEL MASON

Rachel Mason is a multi award winning professional singer who has performed on stages 

across the world. Known widely as one of the top vocal teachers in the UK, Rachel 

coaches amateur and professional singers from her North Somerset studio.

Rachel’s talents running her own vocal teaching practice along with her other award-

winning businesses led her to be crowned Freelancer of the Year 2019, the only musician 

ever to have won this prestigious award.

Rachel is an international vocal judge having been on the panel for Sky One’s Sing: 

Ultimate A Cappella where she worked with singers including Midge Ure, Gregory 

Porter, Imelda May and many others. Rachel judges vocal competitions all over the world 

including the Canadian Show Choir Championships, and the UK Choir Festival



SINGING JUDGES

DEKE SHARON

“The father of contemporary a cappella" - Entertainment Weekly 

“A one man a cappella revolution" - Boston Globe 

“Deke Sharon makes a cappella cool again" - NPR 

Born and still living in San Francisco, California, Deke Sharon has been performing 

professionally since the age of 8. As a child 

Heralded as "The father of contemporary a cappella," (Entertainment Weekly), Deke Sharon has 

his a cappella fingers in many pies, arranging (Broadway’s “In Transit”), music directing movies 

(Pitch Perfect 1, 2 & 3), and producing television's "The Sing Off" (US, Holland, China, South 

Africa), music directing (BBC’s “Pitch Battle”, Disney’s DCappella), directing professional 

groups (Vocalosity), performing (TotalVocal at Carnegie Hall), coaching (Lifetime’s “Pitch 

Slapped”) producing albums (Straight No Chaser), tours (A Cappella Live) and events (Camp A 

Cappella), publishing arrangements (over 2,000), while teaching and promoting a cappella 

worldwide. 



SINGING JUDGES

KODY MORTIMER 

Training: The Royal Academy of Music and the University of Chichester.

Professional theatre credits: Yonkers/Ensemble in Gypsy (Royal Exchange Theatre).

Credits whilst training: Eddie in The Wild Party (the Royal Academy of Music), Gabey 

in On The Town and Jigger in Carousel (the University of Chichester).

Kody is excited to be making his West End debut in the musical ‘Hairspray’ at the  

London Coliseum this September. He will be alongside the two time Olivier award 

winning Michael Ball.



SINGING JUDGES

DAVID WEBB 

Recently described by The Daily Telegraph as ‘outstandingly good’, David Webb is a 

former English National Opera Harewood Artist and Royal College of Music Scholar. Born 

in Plymouth, He grew up in St Budeaux and went to Victoria Road Primary School before 

winning a Scholarship to Exeter Cathedral School where he became Head Chorister.

He has performed at the Salzburg Festival, Teatro Real Madrid, Opera Comique Paris, 

Glyndebourne Festival Opera, The Royal Albert Hall, The FA Cup Final at Wembley and 

for Her Majesty The Queen. Future projects include Midsummer Nights Dream in Tokyo, 

Japan and Saul in Vienna. Away from singing his philanthropic work has raised over 

£20,000 for Wellchild, The Institute of Cancer Research and Operation Smile.



SONGWRITING/COMPOSITION JUDGES

RACHEL MASON

Multi award winning songwriter Rachel Mason is known to TV viewers as a judge on 

Sky TV's popular show "Sing - Ultimate Acappella" hosted by Cat Deeley.

Hailed “an inspiration" by Prince Harry for her work supporting young musicians, 

Rachel runs award winning Bristol-based Listen In Colour Artist Management in 

addition to her vocal teaching practice, choirs and her internationally praised maternal 

mental health songwriting project Lyrical Light

With a Masters in Songwriting Rachel writes songs for The Voice UK winners, BBC 

Introducing artists, American Idol alumni and many pop stars.

Rachel is a highly experienced and well-respected judge. She currently judges for the 

UK Songwriting Contest, The Intercontinental Music Awards, The World Choir Games 

and many other music competitions. Rachel is also the British representative for The 

World Choir Council and the International Singer Songwriters Association.



SONGWRITING/COMPOSITION JUDGES

RUTI

Talented singer and songwriter, Ruti graced our television screens on the 2018 series of 

The Voice UK. Stunning everyone with her soulful and original voice, Ruti went on to be 

crowned the winner of The Voice UK 2018. She was in Sir Tom Jones' team and was 

supported and coached by him throughout the competition, even singing a duet with him 

in the final. Sir Tom has described Ruti as “a wonderful, magical, sincere singer”. Ruti 

also bagged a record deal with Republic Records and released her first single 'Dreams' 

which went to number one in the British charts within hours of her win. Since then Ruti 

has released an EP with Polydor Records called Racing Cars. She performed the title 

track on The Voice 2019 when she returned as a special guest. Before hitting the big time 

winning The Voice, Ruti was a part-time carer from Stanford-Le-Hope near Southend in 

Essex and attended the Youth Creation Performing Arts School. Ruti is also a member of 

a harmony group and dance crew.



SONGWRITING/COMPOSITION JUDGES

SUSAN MURANTY 

Susan Muranty is multi award winning songwriter, singer and artist from Sydney, 

Australia. She has twice won the Lyrics Only category in the UK Songwriting 

Contest and also won the Open Category as a co writer of "Stephen Hawkins 

Wants You To", a song that went on to become Runner Up representing Australia 

in the 2018 Commonwealth Song Contest.

Susan is a very creative person who lives on a mountain top in Australia where she 

writes, records and creates art works, mainly sculptures in bronze and recycled 

materials. She has worked with and recorded songs with hit songwriter Mark 

Cawley, a writer for Tina Turner and The Spice Girls, in Nashville. 

Susan has also been a finalist for the Hollywood Music in Media awards and her 

song “The Sky is my Country Too” is currently at number 3 in the Australian 

charts.

www.susanmuranty.com

http://www.susanmuranty.com/?fbclid=IwAR0oXDYEGqWInDeg7hCAmcsnU9104eudSNABWcoes-X2eDnCYa_uBW6H-Rw%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


SONGWRITING/COMPOSITION JUDGES

JOANNA FORBES L’ESTRANGE

Joanna Forbes L’Estrange is an acclaimed singer, songwriter, choral composer and choral leader 

who receives engagements throughout the world. Having graduated with a Master of Arts Honours 

degree from Oxford University, her career began with seven years as Artistic Director of the five-time 

Grammy® Award-winning international a cappella group The Swingles; her first published song was 

an arrangement of Amazing Grace which she wrote for the four female voices of the group.

Joanna is founder and Artistic Director of Aquila, an all-female a cappella group based in Cambridge, 

has recorded over 200 soundtracks for Hollywood films and was one of the judges for the Sky TV 

show SING: Ultimate A Cappella.

Joanna’s 40-style song You are was featured in the first episode of Series 2 of the hit TV show 

Fleabag. Several of her songs have been made into films: her Suffragette-style song A woman

(wearing bloomers) on a wheel was filmed on location at the Beamish Museum by the National Youth 

Girls’ Choirs of Great Britain and We will remember them was recorded by the Military Wives 

Choirs. She was commissioned by The King’s Singers to write a song to mark their 50th 

anniversary. In 2018, Joanna made history by organising and conducting the first ever entirely-female 

recording session at London’s famous Abbey Road Studios, recording her song Twenty-first-century 

Woman with stars of London’s West End and an all-female band, engineering crew and production 

team. The single raises money for charities supporting girls’ education worldwide.

www.joannaforbeslestrange.com

http://www.joannaforbeslestrange.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


ART JUDGES

JED ROUNCEFIELD FRANKLIN

Jed Rouncefield Franklin studied art at UWE and found a passion for figurative painting 

and drawing. Jed is well known for his individual style, application of paint and use of 

colour. Jed has exhibited locally in the south west, nationally and internationally.  

Jed has been selected and shown at the RWA in both the open and contemporary 

painting.  

Jed has been a part of the North Somerset arts community since its conception.

Jed is a full time teacher in a special school in south Gloucestershire but still has an 

active studio practice creating works for his personal creative outlet and commissioned 

works.



ART JUDGES

JULIE KINGCOTT

Julie gained a First Class Honours Degree in Fine Art in Context at UWE in 2001, 

a culmination of many years experience as a Professional Artist.

Julie enjoys teaching and working in a wide variety of media, which allow her to 

explore and capture her inspirations. Julie’s art can be seen in galleries across the 

UK and abroad.

A multi-skilled creative, Julie also runs Wrington Youth Drama and has directed 

many musicals and plays, using her artistic skills to make the costumes, build and 

paint the set and all media.



ART JUDGES

TARA VIGNOLES 

Tara studied Fine Art at Wimbledon & Norwich Schools of Art and she currently 

works from her Blagdon studio in North Somerset.  

Through her work she explores physical elements of landscape such as fleeting light, 

passing storms, big skies, sea & waterways, whilst also seeking to intertwine 

emotional & ethereal aspects felt within that space.

Her paintings & mixed media works are expressive, resplendent and visceral.



ART JUDGES

BRIDGET WINTERBOURNE  

Bridget grew up strongly influenced by art, but life took her in a different direction with the 

family engineering business.  

When she retired, she was able to pursue her dream and become a full-time artist.   

Inspiration comes from the stunning land and seascapes where Bridget lives in North 

Somerset and her holiday home in Cornwall.

She has developed a deep awareness of, and intense relationship with, these places and is 

drawn to secret and secluded places, such as meadows, woodland and hedgerows. She tries 

to produce work that captures the beauty of nature, and that reminds us of the things often 

taken for granted in our increasingly busy lives. 

She exhibits from her gallery at home in Wrington, North Somerset which has fabulous 

views across the Mendip Hills and she also has a studio nearby, located at the beautiful 

Barley Wood Walled Garden. In Cornwall she exhibits from her studio located in her home 

at the seaside town of Bude.   Over the years Bridget’s large amount of artwork has been 

compiled into two books, Art to Inspire and most recently, The Complete Picture. A chance 

meeting with poet, John Watts, was the catalyst for The Complete Picture; a stunning and 

original creative collaboration, combining Bridget’s artwork with John’s poetry. 



DANCE JUDGES

KAREN HAUER 

Karen is the longest serving female professional dancer on BBC Strictly Come Dancing. Over the years her warm 

personality coupled with brilliant dance partnerships, with the likes of Jeremy Vine, Mark Wright and last years Semi-

Finalist Chris Ramsey, has firmly found her a place in the hearts of the British public.  

She was born in Valencia, Venezuela and moved with her family to New York at the age of 8. There she found her love 

of dance and after years of training she won a scholarship to study at the world renowned Martha Graham School of 

Contemporary Dance & LaGuardia High  School for Performing Arts, also known as the Fame School.

In 2008 Karen won the World Mambo Championships, her winning performances garnered a lot of attention and was 

invited to audition for the Hit US Television show ‘So You Think You Can Dance’ where she made the Top 6 Females. 

She later joined the original cast of ‘Burn The Floor’ as one of their principal dancers, the production toured the world 

and it was from here that the call from Strictly Come Dancing came.

Away from the dance-floor Karen loves to relax with her three rescue dogs Betty, Marley and Phoebe. She became 

Personal Trainer in NYC to help pay for dance lessons and earlier this year she launched her own online fitness 

programme, based for all fitness levels, called Hauer Power.

Since the COVID-19 Lockdown, Karen and Strictly’s Oti Mabuse have teamed up to provide an Online Community 

called #HomeFestival to create structure for Kids and Adults with Dance, Fitness, Reading, Baking and Cooking classes 

through their and their daily Celebrity Guest’s Social Media Platforms.

.

For more details visit Www.KarenHauer.fit or follow her on Instagram for daily stretch or workout routines @karenhauer

http://www.karenhauer.fit/?fbclid=IwAR34lUkU-plCjrgGNPQUMIYD8mAIBQqBejqgjoDRB-5YjoVAwVzrgMMrS7M%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


DANCE JUDGES

EMMA MASON 

I am a mummy to two gorgeous little girls.

When they ask what I do, I tell them that I teach dancing to other children and 

that I sing on stage in an awesome band. If they are still listening I tell them about 

how I also help elite gymnasts with their performance and dancing skills, and 

sometimes they’ll let me go on about how I teach and choreograph for Team GB 

Olympians… but usually they’re more interested in doing some dancing of their 

own by then!

Other times they ask me what I did “hundreds of years ago” so I show them 

videos of when I toured UK theatres and danced and sang internationally. They 

love looking at all the costumes and ask if they can be on the stage one day too.

I’m delighted to be judging for “Unlock Your Talent” and can’t wait to see some 

inspiring performances!



DANCE JUDGES

NAOMI JEFFERY 
Naomi is a talented choreographer and dance teacher, having worked in Los Angeles with many celebrities, musicians and 

dancers.

Professional dancer Naomi was a scholarship student at The London studio centre and graduated with Distinction in Theatre 

Dance.

After graduating Naomi was a featured dancer in the following productions: 'The Illusionists' - (Shaftesbury theatre, London, 

Broadway & world tour); ‘Ray’ (London & UK tour); ‘Spirit Of The Dance’ (World tour); 'Rock around the clock' (UK & 

US tour) ‘Dancing Queen’ (UK & US tour) ‘Lullabies Of Broadway’ (US tour); ‘Spring Loaded’ (London); ‘Spirit Of 

Christmas’ (World tour); ‘Resolutions’ (The Place, London); ‘Peter Pan’ (Nottingham Theatre Royal); Numerous hair & 

fashion shows including ‘Salon International’, ‘Spring Salon’, ‘The Fellowship Awards’ , ‘L’Oreal Next 

generation’ (London); & ‘Alternative’ (London & Barcelona)

Choreography credits include: ‘The Illusionists’ (Broadway & London), ‘The World Television Awards’ (Monte Carlo), ‘Le 

Noir’ (Tokyo, Shingawa Prince & world tour), ‘Rock around the clock’ (UK & US tour); ‘Thursford Christmas 

Spectacular’ (UK); ‘The King Of Rock And Roll’ (Monaco Sporting Club); ‘Hot New Country’ (Niagara 

Falls, Canada); ‘Twist & shout’ (London, UK tour & America); Naomi has also choreographed for the following 

clients, ‘Schwarzkopf’, ‘Matrix’, ‘Elizabeth Shaw’, ‘Hobbs’, ‘Wella’ and ‘G-Star’.



DRAMA JUDGES

AARON LEE LAMBERT 
Aaron Lee Lambert is an actor, singer, voiceover artist, composer, arranger and playwright currently residing 

in London. He holds a BA from Yale University and an MA from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.

Aaron is currently appearing in Hamilton at the Victoria Palace Theatre in London’s West End.

Theatre credits include: In the West End: Hamilton (Victoria Palace, Original London Cast), Sunset 

Boulevard (London Coliseum), Miss Saigon (Prince Edward), Sweeney Todd (London 

Coliseum), URINETOWN The Musical (Apollo, Original London Cast), Shrek The Musical (Theatre Royal 

Drury Lane, Original London Cast), Sister Act (London Palladium). Additionally: Unicorn (The Other 

Palace), Sister Act (Curve Leicester & UK/Ireland Tour), Sister Act (Aberystwyth Arts), URINETOWN The 

Musical (St. James), Next Thing You Know (Landor, Original London Cast), Show Boat (Carnegie Hall, 

NYC), Meet John Doe (Goodspeed Opera House, CT, World Premiere), But the Giraffe/Brundibar (Yale 

Rep/Off Broadway, NYC).

Television credits include: Judge on Sing: Ultimate A Cappella (Sky 1).

Film credits include: Miss Saigon: 25th Anniversary Performance (Universal/Cameron Mackintosh).



DRAMA JUDGES

Theatre credits include:

Glinda in WICKED at the Apollo Victoria, West End

Christine Daaé in LOVE NEVER DIES (Original Cast), Adelphi Theatre, 

West End

Baroness Elsa Shraeder in THE SOUND OF MUSIC, UK Tour

Eileen in WONDERFUL TOWN, UK Tour

Lead Soprano in PUTTING ON THE RITZ, UK Tour

Frasquita in CARMEN, Yvonne Arnaud, Guilford

Chorus in LA TRAVIATA at the Grand Theatre, Swansea

Cendrillon in CENDRILLON at the Sherman Theatre, Cardiff

Lucy also performs as soloist and as part of various ensembles including 

the opera band Amici Forever.

Further information can be found at www.lucyvangasse.com

LUCY VANGASSE 
Lucy studied Opera at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama after gaining her Bachelor of Music degree from Cardiff University. 

During her studies she received many awards for her performance including the Sir Geraint Evans Award, the Mabel Linwood Christoper

Prize and the BBC Chorus Scholarship.re credits include: 

http://w


DRAMA JUDGES

CHARLOTTE WRIGHT

Charlotte is a Bristol based Drama Facilitator, Theatre Maker and LAMDA 

Acting Tutor with a keen interest in Youth Theatre and Participation work. She 

is the Director of 'Rhubarb Speech and Drama School' in Portishead, a Drama 

school offering classes in Acting and Theatre Making for Children and Young 

People aged 4-18yrs.

She has been working in the industry as a Freelance Drama facilitator since 

2013, and has worked with companies including; The Tobacco Factory 

Theatre’s, Travelling Light Theatre Company, and ROKH Dance. “I 

passionately believe in drama’s ability to educate, excite and inspire, 

recognizing the benefits that both creativity and play can bring to Children, 

Young People and Adults alike!”



DRAMA JUDGES

ALAN MILNE 

Alan has been involved in drama since he was 10 years old, when he 

appeared in the first Wrington Drama Club production of Dick Whittington.

He then went on to perform in and direct a number of the club's future 

productions, including Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Blue 

Remembered Hills and The Adventures of Mr Toad.

Alan went on to train at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School and then went on 

to appear in a number of television programmes, films and theatre 

productions.

On returning to Wrington he has appeared in Peter Pan, Alice in Wonderland, 

The Wind in the Willows and as Fagin in last year's production of Oliver.



PHOTOGRAPHY JUDGES

JULIE LOVEGROVE 

Julie has been a professional photographer for over 20 years.

Photographing over 400 weddings, she then changed direction to concentrate 

on portraiture, specialising in women and baby photography. Life has 

evolved again, and Julie now specialises in running photography trips abroad 

for keen amateurs. Whether they are extremely competent or just starting out, 

Julie believes that the key to the success of these holidays is the small group 

sizes which result in lifelong friendships. Her calm and non-technical way of 

teaching ensures that nobody feels inferior about their skill level or the 

equipment they posses, and those that want to just join a group of like-minded 

people without being told ‘what to do’ have the benefit of everything being 

completely organised for them. Further details can be found here: 

juliesadventures.co.uk



PHOTOGRAPHY JUDGES

KIRSTY NORTHOVER 

With a degree in Psychology and over 20 years working in sales and 

marketing, people have always been my ‘thing'.

Having my son led me to create Little Pickles Photography, a haven 

for parents who wanted to enjoy the experience as much as their 

images in a baby-led space that combined beautifully timeless posed 

images with a relaxed environment. Extending this ethos to business 

owners who need to stand out online by showing who they are whilst 

creating websites that talk to their browsers was the next step, 

evolving into Kirsty Northover Photography.



PHOTOGRAPHY JUDGES

NISHA HAQ

I have been capturing portraits since I was 13 starting with a 35mm film camera 

my dad passed on to me. Pursuing my passion for creating images, I achieved 

my fine art photography degree in 2014. I was excited to photograph my first 

wedding at 22 where I discovered my passion for documenting love stories. I 

worked as a graphic designer & marketing manager at an opera house and since 

2017 I’ve been living the dream as a wedding photographer full-time which 

came hand-in-hand with being awarded IPSE UK Young Freelancer of the 

Year.



SHORT FILM JUDGES

NICK JONES

As CEO and founder of the video production company, 

Filma King Ltd, international award-winning filmmaker 

Nick Jones has built years of experience within the industry.  

From directing documentaries overseas to working on 

content for leading UK firms, his passion for producing high 

quality, emotive video is the driver of Filma King’s vision.



SHORT FILM JUDGES

LAURA RAWLINGS

Laura Rawlings is an award-winning broadcaster and journalist. Laura’s been 
presenting on BBC Radio Bristol since 2012 - hosting almost every slot on the 
station’s schedule, including the prestigious Breakfast and Drive shows.

Having a microphone's just an excuse to meet all sorts of fascinating people. She’s 
been floored in less than a second by a Master of martial arts, talked fan tattoos 
with Ian Rankin at a Bath pub and reported on some of the biggest news stories.

A passionate supporter of arts and culture - Laura has always championed the 
creative sectors of the West through her shows and has a particular love of short 
films. She’s hosted the IMDb New Film Maker Awards for FilmBath and the 
Encounters Film Festival Awards.

Laura used to live in Yorkshire and jointly set up a company making short films. 
She trained film makers in the world's first UNESCO City of Film, went to Cannes 
Film Festival several times and picked up an award for a film that involved her 
wearing a wig and a false nose in Liverpool. There's more to that story...



SHORT FILM JUDGES

LUKE WALTON 

Luke started producing short films in 2006 (The Walk) and founded and 

developed the short film funding competition The Pitch in 2007. Since then he 

has been producing the best short film pitches submitted for each year's 

competition. The current funding if £25,000 with some additional funds 

available for the runners up. His background includes studying Law (Leeds 

University) and Theology (Durham University) as well as an actor with The 

Riding Lights Theatre Company (York). He is married to Tasha (teacher) and 

has two daughters.

Luke was also part of Aardman’s 2018 film Early Man, lending his vocal 

talents to the cast which included Eddie Redmayne, Tom Hiddleston and 

Maisie Williams.



SHORT FILM JUDGES

FAYE DICKER 

Broadcaster, Voiceover and founder of the award winning networking group Freelance Mum

Broadcaster and voiceover artist, Faye Dicker is a familiar voice across the Bristol airwaves, from both presenting the early morning breakfast show 

at BBC Radio Bristol and the recording the train announcements for the GWR fleet of trains. 

Her busy voiceover business, means she can be heard on national television and radio campaigns, which are recorded in her home studio and slot in 

around family life.

It was after having her own children that Freelance Mum launched in 2013 when Faye Dicker, found balancing motherhood around freelance work 

a difficult juggling act. She set about building a community for fellow ‘freelance mums’, by sharing their stories through a series of podcasts.   By 

2014 she recognized that above podcasts, what mums (and dads) in business needed, were face-to-face child friendly networking events. 

In July 2014 (when her second daughter was 11 weeks old) Freelance Mum – The Mother of all Networking, was established. The pilot event was 

free and attracted 15 mums in business, along with their children.   Since then in the last 6 years Freelance Mum has held nearly 100 meetings, 

which have attracted over 600 attendees, with a core of over 50 members. Today Freelance Mum meets twice a month in Bristol – it’s a supportive 

network that allows parents in business to flourish and inspires the next generation.  

Freelance Mum inspires, supports and uplifts fellow mums in business, as they juggle their business around bringing up a young family. It allows 

attendees to over come feelings of isolation and to build a supportive network, during 'time poor years'.  Alongside the meetings, there is an active 

online community in The Mothership, with daily focus questions, support, friendship and advice. At the end of every Freelance Mum meeting, a 

new attendee is given a 'Buddy' to keep in contact with them and help them during their Freelance Mum journey.

Faye Dicker has been named Top 100 Most Influential Women in The West and awarded Freelance Ambassador of the Year Award, by IPSE 

Oh, and then there’s her other important job: being mum to two beautiful little girls, Jemima and Suki, without whom Freelance Mum simply 

wouldn’t exist.



SHORT FILM JUDGES

JONATHAN EYRES

For as long as I can remember I have wanted to work in the media. 
Whether it was winning a sports writing competition aged 14 or as a 
student interviewing singer Ian Dury for a documentary on disability 
for Radio 4 I knew that media work was what interested me.

After graduating from university with a degree in English Literature I 
have been working as a Studio & Film Director for the BBC for 27 
years.

I am currently directing local news programmes in Bristol for 'Points 
West'. Previously I worked for CBBC on 'Live & Kicking' and in 'The 
Broomcupboard' alongside presenters such as Zoe Ball, Toby Anstis
& Dick and Dom. I've worked with musicians as diverse as Metallica 
and Dee-lite aswell as directing a BBC Introducing session with 
George Ezra.

Away from work I love going to concerts, the cinema & theatre as 
well as watching live sport.



POETRY JUDGES

JUDITH PALMER 

Judith Palmer is the Director of The Poetry Society and a Trustee 

of the Keats Foundation. She has worked in publishing, arts 

programming, and as a researcher, broadcaster and journalist. 

CHERYL LEE-WHITE

Cheryl Lee-white is an award-winning children's author, blogger 

and poetry lover. She writes a blog for parents called The Simple 

Mum where as well as advice and guidance she also writes and 

shares poetry. Her children's books are all written in rhyme and 

her latest book The Book of Silly Rhymes has recently won an 

award.



POETRY JUDGES

MEGAN CAMPBELL

A talented and natural creative writer, Megan has been writing 

poems and short stories since childhood.  As a teenager she was a 

finalist in the WH Smith Young Writers Competition and wrote a 

series of plays which were performed in the Somerset area.  

Megan holds a BA in English Studies and completed a 

postgraduate creative writing course at Cardiff University.   For 

the past 10 years Megan has been a regular contributor to Buzz 

Magazine and has also been a contributing writer for The Fly 

magazine.  Megan continues to write for herself and others.



POETRY JUDGES
LOUISA ADJOA PARKER 

Louisa is a British writer and poet of Ghanaian and English heritage who lives in south west England. Her first poetry 
collection, Salt-sweat and Tears, and pamphlet were published by Cinnamon Press, and her third collection, How to 
wear a skin, was published by Indigo Dreams in 2019. She began writing to talk about the racism and domestic violence 
she experienced as a child, and is passionate about telling the stories of marginalised voices and making literature 
accessible to everyone. 

Louisa’s work has appeared in a wide range of journals and anthologies including Envoi; Wasafiri; Acumen; Under the 
Radar; Out of Bounds (Bloodaxe); Ink, Sweat and Tears; Filigree and Closure (Peepal Tree Press); and New Daughters 
of Africa (Myriad). She has been highly commended by the Forward Prize; twice shortlisted by the Bridport Prize; and 
commended by the National Poetry Competition 2019 for her grief poem, Kindness. 

Louisa has delivered many creative writing workshops in schools, prisons, universities, colleges, and community 
settings. She has taught for the Arvon Foundation, and she has had several writing residencies. 

Louisa has written books and exhibitions exploring BAME history in the south west. She has also written articles for 
Gal-dem; The Wellcome Trust; and Media Diversified amongst others. She set up the Where are you really from? 
project which tells stories of black and brown rural lives. Louisa and has recently begun writing and speaking about her 
mental health struggles, and how this was impacted by belonging to intersecting marginalised groups. In 2019 she 
delivered mental health and writing workshops at Tate Britain and Tate Modern. 

Her first short story collection, Stay with me, will be published later this year with Colenso Books; and she is writing a 
coastal memoir which will published by Little Toller Books in 2020/21. To find out more about her work visit: 
www.louisaadjoaparker.com and www.whereareyoureallyfrom.co.uk 

Follow her on Twitter: @LouisaAdjoa



SHORT STORY JUDGES

RACHEL BOWERS

Rachel currently works as Film Commissioner for Bath and North East Somerset, 

helping everyone from news crews to epic Netflix productions film in the World 

Heritage city of Bath and surrounding area. Previously she worked as a producer 

for the BBC in factual television and during that time she also wrote scripts for the 

deaf soap, ‘Switch’.

She has also written theatrical adaptations of Alice in Wonderland, Peter Pan and 

Wind and the Willows for the Wrington Drama Club.



SHORT STORY JUDGES

HEIDI LOUGHLIN 

At the age of 32 Heidi was diagnosed with the most rare and aggressive type 

of breast cancer; inflammatory breast cancer while she was 13 weeks 

pregnant with her third child. Heidi declined appropriate treatment to protect 

her unborn baby and opted for a much less effective form of chemotherapy 

while pregnant. Her daughter Ally was born in December 2015, premature 

but healthy, but unfortunately, she contracted an infection in hospital and died 

eight days later.

Heidi then discovered her cancer had spread and was incurable. Heidi’s 

Blog 'Storm in a Tit Cup' has been read by millions of people and has 

a worldwide following. Her Book ‘Heidi’s Lifeline’ was released in 2019 to 

raise money for the charity NICU Support and as a self-published work, has 

sold over millions of copies and has five stars on Amazon.

Heidi recounts her story with humour, positivity and a healthy dose of 

gallows humour and is a regular on national radio and television.



SHORT STORY JUDGES

KATIE JANE SILVERTHORNE 

Katie is a voice over artist who records and produces audiobooks for both 

traditional publishers and self-published authors. She is also a writer and 

bestselling author as part of the collaboration, ‘Mumpreneur On Fire 4’. Katie 

was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis nearly 15 years ago and through writing 

and speaking aims to help the newly diagnosed find a path through their 

diagnosis.



GRAPHIC DESIGN JUDGES

SUZI HULL 

Suzi runs a Hullo Creative - a design and communication studio in 

Tickenham, Bristol. Since 2013 she has gathered designers of 

varying disciplines together to collaborate on projects, while 

mentoring and supporting them on the way. Suzi has been a designer 

for 15 years in a high end Bristol design agency and then Creative 

lead in an award winning software company. Above all, Suzi is 

passionate about developing and nurturing designers to be the best 

they can be and creating great design.



GRAPHIC DESIGN JUDGES

LUCIE GRAY 

Lucie Gray is an independent Branding and Packaging Designer based in 

Keynsham, in-between Bristol and Bath.  Since graduating in 2000 with a 

degree in Packaging Design she has created a wide range of brands, from 

perfume to mineral water and dentists to musicians.

She set up her own business in 2016 so that she could work with small 

businesses and at the same time creating a business which is more 

environmentally sustainable.

Whether it is packaging, a logo, or templates for social media. A poster, a 

brochure or a humble business card, it brings her great joy to see clients 

proudly sharing their brands. 

www.paperaeroplanecreative.co.uk

http://www.paperaeroplanecreative.co


GRAPHIC DESIGN JUDGES

ROBERTA RECHENA

From a very young age, Roberta was always influenced by Arts and 
started studying it while still in high school where she was obsessed with 
Surrealism and Salvador Dali. For many years her aspirations were to be 
a fashion designer or a painter but In 2005 she completed a 5-year 
College Degree in Graphic Design while living in Lisbon.

Worked in agencies and for the Public sector for a few years in Portugal, 
however in 2013 she moved with her family to Ireland, and only recently 
Roberta created her brand By Roberta where she works as a freelancer in 
graphic design, illustration, and digital marketing areas.

Through her work, Roberta helps brands tell their stories visually through 
the use of original graphic assets and illustrations.
Her style is modern and minimalist but with a touch of boldness.
Roberta is influenced by nature, women, and music.



GRAPHIC DESIGN JUDGES

ALEXANDRA HARDWICK 

Alexandra founded Line and Dot Creative Agency in 2014 specialising in 

web and print design projects for charities, social impact projects, SMEs and 

fashion brands. She started her career as a designer for the British Heart 

Foundation. She then went on to a global fashion branding agency, working 

with brands such as Stella McCartney, Adidas, Hugo Boss and Disney. Alex’s 

extensive experience in fashion enables fast paced, innovation-led design and 

creativity. She applies this creativity and structure to developing charitable 

and community projects. In 2019 Alexandra was a finalist for IPSE’s 

Freelancer Of The Year, reaching the top six out of thousands of entries from 

all over the UK.



MAKE UP JUDGES
NAOMI LAKE

At age 22: Struggling with long term mental health, a recent painful breakup, 

homelessness, fragmented family ties and the self imposed expectations to 'be on the 

right direction in life'. It was rock bottom, highlighted by the police forcibly entering 

my home due to worries for my safety. Three things got me through this time.

1. Amazing friends,

2. Mental health counselling

3. The love of a hobby I never had the confidence to believe could bud into a 

flourishing career as a makeup artist.

Now at age 29: I feel hope, overwhelming pride and gratitude for what I have 

achieved in 7 years.

Career highlights include working with international musicians Tom Fletcher from 

McFly and Sandi Thom. A global campaign for Nike. Travel to 3 continents for work. 

A recent appointment as the Beauty & Wellness writer for a global magazine. And 

being asked to contribute to the Unlock Your Talent Festival.

Mental health isn't 1 in 4. It is the unspoken guest at any event, touching us either 

personally or through family and friends. I still attend counselling now. You're never 

alone.



MAKE UP JUDGES

TARA HICKMAN

Tara has been a make up artist for over 15 years. She has worked in Film, TV, 

Fashion & Music with some of the biggest stars and the biggest shows.

Tara has spent the last 12 years working as a make up artist on Strictly Come 

Dancing. She also spent 5 years on The Voice and has worked on Saturday Night 

Takeaway, the Xtra Factor amongst others.

Tara has travelled the world as a personal make up artist for the stars of the Star 

Wars, XMen and Mission Impossible films.

When free she loves teaching Make up at the prestigious Delamar Academy in 

London.



MAKE UP JUDGES

VICKI WAGHORN

Since qualifying in 2006 in cosmetic, fashion and photographic makeup Vicki has 

worked on countless photo shoots and with many hundreds of brides and clients. Her 

makeup career naturally branched out to other beauty treatments and after working 

mobile for many years Vicki opened a small salon in 2013. She has since moved to 

bigger premises and with a small team under her she runs The Beauty Loft in Nailsea 

offering all types of beauty treatments.



MAKE UP JUDGES

JOANNE TITTERTON 

Being in love with art my whole life, I’ve been face painting since around 2008. My 

background originally was in hospitality where I was a pastry chef and then managed the 

front of house in a 4 star hotel. After travelling and falling into call center/office work I met 

my husband and wanted to start a family. With the struggles of redundancies and being in 

and out of work of no fault of our own, a work colleague asked if I wanted to join her in a 

face painting training session.

This is where the pieces came together. Growing up my mum was a hair dresser and I 

competed in dance u+ntil I was 17, so make up and creative ideas have been something I’ve 

always wanted to do but never knew it until then. With what started out as an interest 

quickly turned to a passion and one I wanted to learn more and more. Everything to date is 

self taught and I’ve done with the support of my friends and family. I’m my own worst 

critic and I love to keep learning and constantly want to develops and keep with the times 

and the movement of better products and tools. I work with some amazing talent and have 

met so many talented entertainers and painted the odd celeb also. I feel very lucky to have 

found a job I love. With music in my heart and a paint brush in my hand, I’m a happy lady.



INSTRUMENTAL JUDGES

RICHARD HILLYER

Richard has been playing guitar since age eight and performing 
live from the age of nine. 
During his career he has performed to 25,000 people at last 
years ICC Cricket World Cup and plays regularly at weddings/ 
functions with his band Freeze across the south west. 

Richard also runs Mobile Guitar Tuition Bristol which delivers 
high quality guitar lessons across the Bristol area. 

Richard also runs MX-Live which is a mental health YouTube 
channel where he takes a drive in his MX5 with musicians and 
successful business people discussing their day to day lives 
and how they’ve managed their mental health.

www.mobileguitartuitionbristol.co.uk
www.richardhillyermusic.co.uk

http://www.mobileguitartuitionbristol.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR2UDsOzv_DlGcFOjiuIN2uStgigPy1Ymxsdb0RrfY29JXtrCaqyUz6NuOY
http://www.richardhillyermusic.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3Imbp3mHhB-n4780kUAI0b0r7EeLvmZoOhmudkLf3sGIgX6Is3K2RGUhE


INSTRUMENTAL JUDGES

JEREMY HOLLAND-SMITH

Jeremy’s musical training started from a young age as Head Chorister at St. Paul’s Cathedral and went on to study 
at the Junior Guildhall School of Music and the Royal Northern College of Music, winning numerous prizes at both.

As a television and film composer, Jeremy’s most recent credits include composing the score for the feature film 
'The Passing' (dir. Gareth Bryn) which won three 2016 BAFTA Cymru awards and for which Jeremy won the 2017 
Music and Sound Award for Best Original Feature Film score, scoring the highly acclaimed BBC documentaries ‘I 
Shot my Parents’ (dir. Martin Webb) and ‘North Korea: Murder in the Family’ (dir. Jane McMullen) and the score for 
the return of the BBC series, 'The League of Gentlemen' (dir. Steve Bendelack).  Jeremy was also the Music 
Consultant for the recent BBC adaptation of ‘Les Miserables’.
Previous scores for television include the BBC series' 'Frankie' and 'The Dumping Ground', the ITV film 'Doors 
Open' and has won awards for his advertising campaigns including ‘Phones 4U’ (winner of the 2012 Music & 
Sound award for Sound Design in Cinema Advertising) and scored the US campaign for Hertz.

Jeremy composed the score for Will Tuckett’s, 'The Secret Garden' which premiered in 2014 to critical acclaim and 
was reprised by the Sarasota Ballet in 2017. Also commissioned by the Sarasota Ballet was 'Changing Light' which 
premiered in 2012 and later reprised in 2017, choreographed by Will Tuckett. Also in 2017, Jeremy continued his 
collaboration with the Docklands Sinfonia and was commissioned to compose 'The Caretaker’s Guide to the 
Orchestra’. Jeremy was subsequently nominated for a British Composer Award in 2018 for this work.

As a conductor, Jeremy has worked with many orchestras including the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, BBC 
Philharmonic, BBC Concert Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, The City of Prague Symphony 
Orchestra and the Brussels Philharmonic. He made his debut at the BBC Proms in 2015 conducting the BBC 
Concert Orchestra in the 'Life Story' Prom presented by Sir David Attenborough and in 2016, conducted the same 
concert with the Queensland Symphony Orchestra as part of the first BBC Proms Australia in Melbourne.

In theatre, Jeremy has been Musical Director and Composer on numerous productions for the Royal Shakespeare 
Company (2004-2006), Musical Director for the highly successful West End musical Billy Elliot , directed by 
Stephen Daldry, (2007), Musical Director for the West End Premiere of The Lord of the Rings (2007), Musical 
Director for The Thief of Baghdad at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden (2008) and Co-Orchestrator 
of Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland (ROH) (2011), choreographed by Christopher Wheeldon.



INSTRUMENTAL JUDGES

ROSIE CLEMENTS

Rosie Clements in a festival producer and composer based in 

Birmingham. She works regularly throughout the UK and across 

Europe with Festivals such as Flatpack Festival, Gaudeamus

Muziekweek and Birmingham International Dance Festival. Rosie 

holds a first class degree in music composition from the Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire. She is passionate about music making 

for all ages and abilities and is a proud member of the Moseley 

Misfits, a community ensemble for all abilities based in Moseley. 

www.rosieclements.com

http://www.rosieclements.com/?fbclid=IwAR1B5fbwgzugJvFF0DXzMBbvYbnZHTbVzXsmM6ywBUjYn122W7syDCsxEYU


CHORAL/VOCAL GROUP JUDGES

MAT WRIGHT

Mat has worked in a number of roles in education. He was a former member of Wakefield Cathedral Choir following the award of a 

full music scholarship to Queen Elizabeth Grammar School and subsequently graduated from Bretton Hall College, going on to 

complete a PGCE in Music Education where he was awarded a commendation. He was recognised as an outstanding teacher (AST) 

early in his career and has worked in a variety of roles in Barnsley schools including as a Vice Principal and Advisory Teacher. He has 

also worked in FE and been a guest lecturer at Universities as a teacher trainer. His teaching has been used as an exemplar for schools 

across England and Wales in DFE publications and he has won regional and national awards. He currently works for the Astrea

Academy Trust as a Deputy Director of Education that serves 27 schools in South Yorkshire and Cambridgeshire.

In 2019 Mathew was appointed as a representative for Great Britain on the World Choir Council. In January 2020 Mat was appointed a 

Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) for his services to young people and music in the Queen’s New Year’s Honours 

List.

Mat has experience of working with many different types of choirs and is passionate about supporting choirs of all ages and abilities. 

Whilst he is comfortable working with all genres of music, he has a reputation for arranging and performing high quality popular, 

gospel and spiritual music and is in demand as a composer and arranger. He specialises in engaging and inspiring those who lack 

confidence and experience, and his enthusiasm and energy is infectious. He is passionate about the use of singing as a mechanism to 

engage, connect and transform communities.



CHORAL/VOCAL GROUP JUDGES

KEVIN FOX

Baritone/mouth drummer/coach/arranger/adjudicator and Toronto native Kevin 
Fox is a recognized voice in the world of contemporary a cappella. 
For the last 11 years he has toured the globe with the Grammy-winning 
supergroup The Swingles, following on the heels of his nine-year stint with 
Toronto’s Juno-nominated vocal band Cadence. 
He serves as Artistic Director of the Israeli choral project Vocalocity, and in 
2017 he served as Music Director on the British television programme Sing: 
Ultimate A Cappella. 
Kevin has been an adjudicator and teacher at various international festivals 
including the Ontario Vocal Festival, Rocky Mountain Festival, the ICCAs, and 
Europa Cantat. His improvisation workshops including ‘Sing Without A Safety 
Net’ and ‘Beatbox and Beyond’ have received rave reviews across North 
America and Europe. 
Kevin’s latest master class project ‘Coach K Music’ is due to launch in 2019. 


